
West Virginia 2020 Primary after Action Report         July 20, 2020 

In the middle of March 2020, with West Virginia's May 12 Primary Election less than two months away, 

COVID-19 advanced in America, and the Governor declared a state of emergency1 in March pursuant to his 

authority under § 15-5-6 (a).   

Candidate filing was closed, and absentee ballots were already on their way to voters. Poll worker training 

and early voting were just around the corner. However, COVID-19’s emergence in West Virginia during the 

early stages of the election cycle allowed for a myriad of electoral considerations to ensure a safe, 

accessible and secure primary election during “stay at home” executive orders2 from the Governor, and 

also at the recommendation of the President of the United States of America. 

Preparations for holding the 2020 Primary during the COVID-19 Emergency Declaration 

Upon request by the Secretary of State, Attorney General Morrisey (AG) issued an Opinion Letter3 on March 

18, 2020, under his authority set forth in W. Va. Code § 5-3-1 to “give written opinions and advise upon 

questions of law[.]” The AG Opinion Letter interpreted the breadth of the Secretary of State’s emergency 

powers set forth in W. Va. Code § 3-1A-6(e), finding: 

 
[T]he Secretary may take emergency measures . . . that help ensure voter access and election 
integrity in the primary election, as long as those measures do not conflict with the clear, 
unambiguous text of Chapter 3. . . . The Secretary has full authority to invoke those powers now 
and while the state of emergency persists. 

 
With regard to the Governor’s emergency authority as it pertains to the election, the AG Opinion Letter 
continues:  
 

[T]he Governor has separate and more extensive authority under a state of emergency. West 
Virginia Code § 15-5-6(c)(7), for instance, gives the Governor power “[t]o suspend the provision of 
any regulatory statute prescribing the procedures for conduct of state business . . . if strict 
compliance therewith would in any way prevent, hinder or delay necessary action in coping with 
the emergency.” . . . Arguably, these provisions could support an order from the Governor 
regarding safe election procedures—potentially including personnel at polling places or the date 
of the primary election—if necessary to address the emergency that the coronavirus epidemic 
poses for the State. 

 

On March 20, 2020, the Secretary promulgated an Emergency Rule at CSR § 153-534 under his authority 
set forth in W. Va. Code § 3-1A-6(e)(1) as interpreted by the AG Opinion Letter.  Emergency Rule CSR § 153-
53 does not create new law or modify existing law. Rather, it clarifies various existing provisions of Chapter 
3 election laws, including unclear or ambiguous existing definitions and procedures to ensure that all 
eligible voters have the opportunity to cast a valid ballot and to uphold the integrity of an election while 
the State of Emergency is in effect.   
 
On March 24, 2020, the Governor issued Executive Order 9-20 for all of West Virginia. Executive Order 9-
20, directing a “Stay at Home” order, was subsequently followed with Executive Order 10-205 that had 
impacts on the 30-day timeframe for poll worker training, 30-day requirement to establish satellite 

                                                           
1 Attachment A – Governor’s Declaration of Emergency on March 16, 2020 
2 Attachment B – Governor’s Executive Orders to Stay at Home 
3 Attachment D – Opinion Letter from Attorney General Morrisey 
4 Attachment E – Emergency Rule CSR § 153-53 
5 Attachment F – Governor’s Executive Order 10-20 



precincts, methods of obtaining absentee ballot requests, timing of absentee ballot mailings upon request, 
shared polling location space and clarity on the amount of poll workers in a polling location.   
On March 29, 2020, President Trump extended the “social distancing” guidelines6 through, at least, April 

30, 2020.  And subsequently on April 1, 2020, the Governor issued Executive Order 18-207, changing the 

date of the election from May 12, 2020, to June 9, 2020.   

The West Virginia Secretary of State published the new election calendar with updated dates and 

deadlines in the State Register8 on April 3, 2020. 

The 2020 Primary in Motion:  

Existing West Virginia election laws allowed for the 2020 Primary Election to be held with many options 

available to voters depending on their unique situation, their confidence in the method of casting their 

ballot and with the safety of themselves and their community in mind.  West Virginia provided voting in 

person with very limited precinct consolidations on Election Day, early voting at the courthouses or 

annex’s location, satellite early voting, absentee by mail for those who cannot vote in-person and 

electronic ballot return for UOCAVA and persons with physical disabilities who cannot vote a secret ballot 

without assistance.  These robust options are the most available in any voting location in the nation.    

Voter Registration:  

Near the close of registration for the primary election, West Virginia had 1,226,307 registered voters 

eligible to cast a ballot9.  Of them, 450,909 voted in the primary election.  36.7% of all eligible voters 

participated in the primary election. 

Near the close of registration for the primary election, West Virginia had 991,558 active voters (eligible 

and have not been flagged as moved or not voting in 4 or more years).  443,807 active voters voted in the 

primary election.  44.8% of all active voters participated in the primary election. 

Near the close of registration for the Primary Election, West Virginia had 234,749 inactive voters (eligible 

and flagged as moved or not voting in 4 or more years).  6,408 eligible voters flagged as inactive voted in 

the primary election.  3% of all inactive voters participated in the primary election.  A registration flagged 

as inactive will revert to active status once the voter updates the registration or votes in the election.  

Methods of Voting in the 2020 Primary Election 

The aforementioned Executive Orders 9-20 and 10-20, combined with the interpretation of code verified 

by the West Virginia’s Attorney General, allowed for an unprecedented situation where all West Virginia 

voters were eligible to request an absentee vote by mail due to medical reasons during the stay at home 

orders and the existence of COVID-19.  In addition, voters still had the choice instead to vote in person 

during early voting or election day. West Virginia transitioned quickly to prepare for a steep increase in 

absentee ballots, to prepare voting locations for smaller in-person turnout and to keep voters and poll 

workers safe under current guidance of the  

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and West Virginia Department of Health and Human 

Resources (DHHR).  

                                                           
6 https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/29/us/politics/trump-coronavirus-guidelines.html 
7 Attachment G – Governor’s Executive Order 18-20 
8 http://apps.sos.wv.gov/adlaw/registers/readpdf.aspx?did=39893 
9 https://sos.wv.gov/elections/Documents/VoterRegistrationTotals/2020/May2020.pdf 
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Voting methods were split evenly at half of all voters choosing in-person and half choosing absentee vote 

by mail.  Of those who voted, in-person early voting consisted of 9.4%. On Election Day, 40.7% voted in-

person. The remaining votes cast, 49.9%, were by absentee ballots.  

Breakdown of voting method used for the 2020 Primary Election:  

 

Registered Turnout Turnout Absentee Early 

Voting 

Election 

Day 

Total in 

person 

STATEWIDE 1229239 450909 36.7% 49.9% 9.4% 40.7% 50.1% 

BARBOUR 9690 4212 43.5% 52.6% 7.9% 39.5% 47.4% 

BERKELEY 78714 23005 29.2% 44.7% 8.5% 46.9% 55.3% 

BOONE 15141 6025 39.8% 38.2% 8.3% 53.5% 61.8% 

BRAXTON 8306 3776 45.5% 52.3% 11.0% 36.7% 47.7% 

BROOKE 18717 6304 33.7% 56.0% 4.4% 39.5% 44.0% 

CABELL 57125 20514 35.9% 54.6% 6.5% 38.8% 45.4% 

CALHOUN 4667 2031 43.5% 58.2% 10.3% 31.5% 41.8% 

CLAY 5550 2063 37.2% 48.3% 16.8% 34.9% 51.7% 

DODDRIDGE 4478 2158 48.2% 51.3% 7.9% 40.8% 48.7% 

FAYETTE 28369 9905 34.9% 49.8% 9.6% 40.6% 50.2% 

GILMER 4607 1808 39.2% 46.5% 9.6% 44.0% 53.5% 

GRANT 7413 3579 48.3% 40.3% 14.9% 44.8% 59.7% 

GREENBRIER 22904 9581 41.8% 47.2% 10.0% 42.8% 52.8% 

HAMPSHIRE 13332 5194 39.0% 46.6% 7.0% 46.4% 53.4% 

HANCOCK 23828 7828 32.9% 52.6% 4.8% 42.6% 47.4% 

HARDY 8617 3455 40.1% 54.4% 4.4% 41.2% 45.6% 

HARRISON 44880 17230 38.4% 60.5% 8.9% 30.6% 39.5% 

JACKSON 19586 8682 44.3% 50.4% 11.6% 38.0% 49.6% 

JEFFERSON 41211 12472 30.3% 59.1% 7.3% 33.5% 40.9% 

KANAWHA 123085 48663 39.5% 51.8% 7.7% 40.4% 48.2% 

LEWIS 10263 5214 50.8% 47.0% 10.0% 42.9% 53.0% 

LINCOLN 12472 4318 34.6% 39.9% 13.7% 46.4% 60.1% 

LOGAN 25316 7062 27.9% 26.5% 10.0% 63.4% 73.5% 

MARION 40159 14714 36.6% 48.7% 10.5% 40.8% 51.3% 

MARSHALL 20798 8119 39.0% 54.6% 6.1% 39.3% 45.4% 

MASON 18300 7303 39.9% 55.8% 8.6% 35.7% 44.2% 

MCDOWELL 15447 3694 23.9% 24.4% 5.9% 69.7% 75.6% 

MERCER 41541 12458 30.0% 40.9% 15.5% 43.5% 59.1% 

MINERAL 17773 6114 34.4% 48.6% 8.0% 43.4% 51.4% 

MINGO 19922 5632 28.3% 16.5% 10.0% 73.4% 83.5% 

MONONGALIA 71458 22641 31.7% 56.5% 11.1% 32.4% 43.5% 

MONROE 9073 3880 42.8% 43.9% 13.1% 43.0% 56.1% 

MORGAN 13881 5148 37.1% 54.5% 9.3% 36.2% 45.5% 

NICHOLAS 16107 6523 40.5% 47.3% 7.4% 45.4% 52.7% 

OHIO 29962 12244 40.9% 55.7% 5.6% 38.7% 44.3% 

PENDLETON 5118 2235 43.7% 55.6% 6.7% 37.7% 44.4% 

PLEASANTS 5323 2304 43.3% 49.0% 11.9% 39.0% 51.0% 

POCAHONTAS 5511 2665 48.4% 50.8% 8.3% 40.9% 49.2% 

PRESTON 19457 9311 47.9% 50.0% 10.1% 39.8% 50.0% 

PUTNAM 38537 16400 42.6% 51.2% 8.8% 39.9% 48.8% 



RALEIGH 53099 19140 36.1% 48.9% 6.0% 45.0% 51.1% 

RANDOLPH 18875 7762 41.1% 44.1% 18.8% 37.1% 55.9% 

RITCHIE 6130 3026 49.4% 46.2% 14.2% 39.5% 53.8% 

ROANE 8809 3796 43.1% 56.0% 10.7% 33.4% 44.0% 

SUMMERS 9201 3754 40.8% 54.7% 11.8% 33.6% 45.3% 

TAYLOR 10766 4464 41.5% 56.3% 8.1% 35.6% 43.7% 

TUCKER 5701 2748 48.2% 59.2% 6.4% 34.3% 40.8% 

TYLER 6548 2711 41.4% 47.4% 10.0% 42.6% 52.6% 

UPSHUR 13922 6467 46.5% 58.0% 12.1% 29.9% 42.0% 

WAYNE 27198 9005 33.1% 44.9% 6.2% 49.0% 55.1% 

WEBSTER 5298 2318 43.8% 43.4% 13.8% 42.8% 56.6% 

WETZEL 9926 4509 45.4% 51.8% 8.4% 39.8% 48.2% 

WIRT 4347 1577 36.3% 44.5% 12.9% 42.6% 55.5% 

WOOD 55115 18241 33.1% 51.2% 17.0% 31.8% 48.8% 

WYOMING 17666 4927 27.9% 38.1% 15.0% 46.9% 61.9% 

 

Voting Methods by Party Ballot Participation:  

 In-person 
GOP  

Absentee 
GOP 

  
In-person 

DEM 
Absentee 

DEM 

Statewide 59.8% 40.2%   42.8% 57.2% 

Barbour 55.9% 44.1%   35.1% 64.9% 

Berkeley 63.8% 36.2%   46.3% 53.7% 

Boone 76.3% 23.7%   60.2% 39.8% 

Braxton 56.9% 43.1%   43.2% 56.8% 

Brooke 54.3% 45.7%   37.3% 62.7% 

Cabell 55.7% 44.3%   38.4% 61.6% 

Calhoun 45.2% 54.8%   38.9% 61.1% 

Clay 56.9% 43.1%   48.8% 51.2% 

Doddridge 52.3% 47.7%   33.7% 66.3% 

Fayette 62.9% 37.1%   42.4% 57.6% 

Gilmer 67.8% 32.2%   54.1% 45.9% 

Grant 62.3% 37.7%   38.2% 61.8% 

Greenbrier 66.8% 33.2%   42.3% 57.7% 

Hampshire 63.8% 36.2%   37.2% 62.8% 

Hancock 59.1% 40.9%   35.2% 64.8% 

Hardy 58.8% 41.2%   36.0% 64.0% 

Harrison 58.7% 41.3%   35.5% 64.5% 

Jackson 57.3% 42.7%   37.9% 62.1% 

Jefferson 56.4% 43.6%   30.9% 69.1% 

Kanawha 57.9% 42.1%   42.5% 57.5% 

Lewis 59.3% 40.7%   46.7% 53.3% 

Lincoln 72.4% 27.6%   51.9% 48.1% 

Logan 85.2% 14.8%   69.2% 30.8% 

Marion 63.2% 36.8%   44.4% 55.6% 

Marshall 53.7% 46.3%   40.8% 59.2% 

Mason 50.2% 49.8%   37.7% 62.3% 

McDowell 78.5% 21.5%   74.0% 26.0% 

Mercer 66.4% 33.6%   48.4% 51.6% 



Mineral 59.6% 40.4%   31.4% 68.6% 

Mingo 88.1% 11.9%   81.7% 18.3% 

Monongalia 55.0% 45.0%   38.6% 61.4% 

Monroe 65.8% 34.2%   41.8% 58.2% 

Morgan 52.7% 47.3%   25.3% 74.7% 

Nicholas 61.1% 38.9%   43.4% 56.6% 

Ohio 58.7% 41.3%   42.5% 57.5% 

Pendleton 57.2% 42.8%   35.4% 64.6% 

Pleasants 59.0% 41.0%   40.1% 59.9% 

Pocahontas 56.8% 43.2%   39.5% 60.5% 

Preston 58.3% 41.7%   37.1% 62.9% 

Putnam 57.5% 42.5%   36.7% 63.3% 

Raleigh 58.7% 41.3%   40.8% 59.2% 

Randolph 68.3% 31.7%   48.6% 51.4% 

Ritchie 58.6% 41.4%   38.5% 61.5% 

Roane 51.0% 49.0%   35.8% 64.2% 

Summers 57.1% 42.9%   37.8% 62.2% 

Taylor 53.5% 46.5%   33.3% 66.7% 

Tucker 47.7% 52.3%   34.0% 66.0% 

Tyler 64.9% 35.1%   44.3% 55.7% 

Upshur 48.6% 51.4%   27.7% 72.3% 

Wayne 66.4% 33.6%   49.3% 50.7% 

Webster 70.6% 29.4%   53.3% 46.7% 

Wetzel 56.4% 43.6%   41.5% 58.5% 

Wirt 66.0% 34.0%   43.5% 56.5% 

Wood 56.6% 43.4%   39.0% 61.0% 

Wyoming 75.0% 25.0%   52.2% 47.8% 

 

The Absentee Process in the 2020 Primary 

All 55 West Virginia counties uniformly applied an absentee vote by mail process that a voter could apply 

to use if confined to their home and had access to mail. The medical excuse currently in law was 

interpreted by the March 18, 2020, Attorney General Opinion to include all voters during the stay at 

home orders heading into the primary election.  West Virginia’s excuse-based absentee vote by mail 

system traditionally sees a 2% use of all ballots cast.  Of all votes cast in the 2020 Primary Election, nearly 

50% were absentee vote by mail ballots.  

Absentee vote by mail ballots are tracked in the Statewide Voter Registration System (SVRS) by the data 

that is entered by the county clerk upon each interaction that the clerk has in the process.  Information is 

logged when a voter submits a request to receive an absentee ballot, when the clerks sends the ballot to 

the voter and the when the voter returns the ballot back to the courthouse.  County clerks were allowed 

to begin accepting absentee ballot applications for the primary election on January 1, 2020, and ballots 

were sent 46 days before the June 9 election date, which was April 24, 2020.  

The relaxation of the requirements to initiate an absentee vote by mail ballot request in Executive Order 

10-20 allowed the counties to preemptively mail an absentee request form that included and 

informational sheet to all voters, due to the stay at home orders cast upon all citizens.  County clerks 

mailed these absentee request forms the week of April 13.  The impacts on workflow by the county clerks 

can be found in the following chart.  



Number of Cumulative Ballots Requested by Voters, Sent by Clerks and Returned back to the Clerks: 

 

By engaging absentee voters early in the election cycle, the clerks were able to get a bulk of the absentee 

ballot requests processed and ballots sent to voters early in the process.  This allowed the clerks to focus 

on the simultaneous duties necessary to hold in-person voting.  The closures of courthouses and other 

county functions allowed them to borrow resources of space and manpower while doing less person-to-

person transactions from other functions of county government.  

Comparison to Wisconsin’s election will show the difference in an elongated election process, allowing 

the time necessary for clerks to process applications, check for the legitimacy of the requests and give the 

voter time to evaluate their ballot to make informed choices.  There is a possibility that one of the 

processes may stall, so either allowing additional time or removing timely processes to receive and return 

the ballot is helpful for a successful ballot cast. Due to the elevation of the pandemic in a short amount of 

time near the Wisconsin election and their inability to postpone Election Day, you will see a stark 

difference in the timing of the absentee ballot returns.  
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A look at the last few weeks of ballots requested and sent to voters indicates the successful nature of 

anticipating to build in time for absentee ballots to complete the process.  Proactive voters who 

anticipate that they will need to request an absentee ballot and allow time for processes to take place will 

have a higher success rate of having their ballot count and will lower the volume at the end of an election 

cycle.  The lower volume nearing an election will allow a clerk to expeditiously resolve the last minute 

voter who may not know the procedures to vote by absentee or had not made plans to vote yet.  

Key Clerk Feedback on Workflow:   

 Early education of all voting options is vital for success –  

Voter confusion of the option to vote on Election Day at polling locations was sparked by 

the postcards and produced increased calls to clerks for clarification.   

 Unresolved items from the absentee request form are complicated for the clerks to handle –  

Voter registration changes, incomplete information or inaccurate information from the 

voter on the absentee request demanded the registrar to correct errors prior to mailing a 

ballot.  

 Human transcription of written information to data creates inevitable errors –  

The bulk of paper applications was very time consuming and meticulous attention must 

be kept for accurate data on the incoming side of the volume of applications.  The 

additional volume included labor of some less experienced employees working in the 

process. 

 Secrecy of the information on the postcard is important for voter confidence –  

Voters relayed hesitancy via increased phone calls to clerks on providing some publicly 

available information of date of birth and optional phone number on the postcard that 

could be seen by a non-trusted source while in transit to the clerk’s office. Timing and 

costs of a statewide mailing to all 1.2 million registered voters with delivery and return 

envelopes created enough doubt of achievability for the clerks to produce prior to the 

original May 12, 2020 election that postcard style was the best option available with 
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limited time and resources. Additional considerations for secrecy should be made for 

future mailings , especially if the mailing is to a lower volume of voters that request the 

absentee request form that have a higher likelihood of response in a the return envelope 

that is provided to the voter.  

 

Processes by Transaction Amounts Statewide on a Daily Basis Nearing the Election 

 

Workflow increases, ballot style preventable with time  

The administration of a significant increase of absentee mail-in ballots with the change happening mid-

election created some unique difficulties that had not been experienced before.  Ballots sent by some 

counties that do not have paper scanning and tabulation processes demanded a team of ballot 

commissioners to recreate that ballot into an electronic voting machine to be counted on election night.  

This volume of intense human labor is timely and also allows for a possibility of human errors to occur in 

transcribing the ballot.  Anticipating the volume increase will allow the ballot style to be adjusted before 

printing to allow scanning and tabulation to occur.  This was not possible in the primary election due to 

time and resources.  

Efficiency of absentee ballots by mail in the 2020 Primary 

The absentee ballot request process required an individual person to touch the request or ballot at least 

10 times to complete the process.  This process of using a magnitude of paper above anything the state 

has ever seen before created a mountain of work as well as many opportunities for inevitable human 

errors.  The path of the request to the ballot counting is, at a minimum, as follows:  

  

 

 

 

 

Lifecycle of an absentee request form:  

Printing vendor to USPS 

USPS to voter 

Voter to USPS 

USPS to County Clerk 

Lifecycle of an absentee ballot: 

County Clerk to USPS 

USPS to voter 

Voter to USPS 

USPS to County Clerk 

County Clerk to tabulation 

 



 

Two suggestions to remove opportunity for errors with absentee ballot processes:  

Improvements in timeliness and efficiency of a ballot request can be met when any mail processes are 

able to be replaced with online processes, allowing for the immediate transfer of documents and data to 

the election officials.  The elimination of the necessity of the USPS office from absentee vote by mail 

requests will prevent inevitable human errors while also transferring data to clerks for an expeditious and 

accurate turnaround of a ballot to a voter.   

West Virginia’s Direct Recording Equipment (DRE), which are ES&S’ iVotronic machines, do not require 

additional tabulation equipment for counted ballots on Election Day.  DRE counties must transpose paper 

absentee ballots into the DRE voting equipment to tally with other votes cast on Election Day.  This 

process takes time and creates a possibility for human error to occur, especially at higher volume.  Having 

additional tabulation equipment in DRE counties specifically for absentee ballots would be a solution to 

higher absentee vote by mail volume and the additional human component of tabulation of these paper 

ballots received. The long term goal of upgrading all voting equipment beyond outdated DRE devices 

would alleviate these accuracy concerns and improve performance in other areas of the voting 

experience as well. West Virginia has upgraded equipment for nearly 50% of all registered voters from 

the last Presidential Election to the Primary of 2020.  Additional upgrades will take place in the summer of 

2020.  

USPS Performance in the 2020 Primary 

Items that arose for election officials when dealing with USPS in high volume situations:  

 Bulk rate permits for returning mail should be monitored for sufficient funds, even though USPS 

regulations are that election mail should not be held for postage 

 Hand-sorted mail can create delays and increase errors in delivery, so machinable envelopes 

should be used. 

 Hand-sorted mail is more likely to miss postmarks, jeopardizing the ability to accept the ballot, so 

machinable envelopes should be used. 

 Absentee ballot requests in postcard format can be disruptive in sorting machines 

 

Election Day:  

In person voting required additional preparations than typically necessary heading into the 2020 primary 

election.  The two major portions of additional efforts necessary for the primary election were additional 

protective measures to secure a safe polling location for voters and poll workers as well as poll worker 

recruitment.   

CARES Act funding 

At the onset of shutdown orders, on March 27, 2020, President Trump signed the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, 

and Economic Security Act (CARES). CARES Act funding has allowed West Virginia to better prepare for 

and respond to events coinciding with COVID-19 and the 2020 Election Cycle by making appropriate 

expenditures that provide for the security of our election and our voters in addition to planning that had 

already been made. The federal award provided $3,797,620 in available funding to secure our June 9 

Primary Election, and the November 3 General Election. 

The administering of the HAVA CARES Act funds, and other funds available by the West Virginia Secretary 

of State, supports the counties efforts to ensure safe and fair elections while also allowing the flexibility 



for each county to serve the varying needs of their individual communities.  The distribution process for 

CARES Act funds begins after the county has obligated approvable primary election expenses.  Once each 

county calculates its primary expenses, they submit a standardized application for review by the State 

HAVA Board and, if approved, the State Election Commission.  Each layer of review ensures that 

reimbursement requests are appropriate, reasonable, necessary, and aligned with financial forecasts.  

West Virginia anticipates distributing less than half of the CARES Act funds for reimbursement of the 

primary election.  Absentee ballots and postage accounted for nearly 70% of the additional costs incurred 

in the 2020 Primary that are being reimbursed from CARES Act funds.  By making absentee voting 

available to all citizens, and by protecting our precincts for in-person voting, West Virginia ensured that 

every eligible voter had multiple options to vote.  West Virginia has no reported cases of COVID-19 from 

any in-person voting locations. All approved CARES Act reimbursements can be found at 

https://sos.wv.gov/elections/Pages/CaresAct.aspx. 

Any additional PPE that had not been secured by the County Clerks on a reimbursement basis was 

obtained by the West Virginia Secretary of State’s Office and delivered directly to the counties weeks 

ahead of early voting.  Items delivered included face shields and gloves for poll workers and hand 

sanitizer and face masks for voters.  The West Virginia National Guard was also able to supply hand 

sanitizer to cover all of Putnam and Kanawha counties polling location needs.   

Polling locations 

Executive Order 10-20 allowed counties to consolidate or open without the full staff of 5 poll workers on 

Election Day.  There was significant consolidation of precincts in some locations, however, overall, 

Election Day polling locations remained in-tact.  There were 258 polling location changes, with 80% of 

these changes happening in just 3 counties.   

There were no reported polling locations that did not open on time.   There were locations that opened 

without being fully staffed with 5 poll workers, as temporarily allowed by EO 10-20.  Counties indicated 

their appreciation of having the flexibility to have less poll workers with lighter turnout but acknowledge 

the difficulty of opening with fewer poll workers with higher turnout in General Election without shut 

down orders.  Clerks also appreciated the ability to train poll workers beyond 30 days prior to an election, 

but did indicate that additional specified training is necessary during COVID-19 and with an increase in 

new poll workers.  

Election Night Reporting  

Election night reporting was again a very successful endeavor that is a cumulative effort of the county 

clerk’s offices partnering with the Secretary of State’s Office to provide timely and accurate election 

results on election night.  The success has skyrocketed since securing the data transfer to a more 

protected system hosted by SCYTL with increased protections from DDoS attacks and penetration efforts.  

Once again, the clerks all did a terrific job of providing the information to the state in a timely manner to 

keep the public informed on the unofficial and official results of the election.  

 

 

 

https://sos.wv.gov/elections/Pages/CaresAct.aspx















































































